The pharmacokinetics of isoxicam in elderly patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
Nineteen patients, aged 60 years and over, with rheumatoid arthritis participated in a clinical trial to investigate the pharmacokinetics of isoxicam (a new non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug) in this age group. The purpose of the study was to determine if the pharmacokinetics are different compared to a younger healthy population. The half-lives were independent of dosage, indicating linearity of pharmacokinetics. Furthermore, the half-lives after repeated dosing were not different from those found after single doses of 400 mg. This shows that there is neither undue accumulation of the drug nor induction of its own metabolism. These results are similar to the results obtained in other centres when isoxicam was administered to healthy subjects between 18 and 32 years.